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indexed. Not illustrated. 1844 Excerpt: .of England, the education of all the factory children, although the
greater part, probably two-thirds, of their parents are Dissenters, and are in the habit of sending their children
to their own schools. In fact, the aim, or at least the working of the bill, would have been to supersede the
Dissenters schools; no wonder, therefore, that the Dissenters rose against it, almost to a man. It is needless to go
into its details, now that it is abandoned; but the same parties are still active and influential, and it behoves all
those who appreciate the inestimable worth of religious liberty, and true Christian charity (for toleration is an
insolent word, ) to be on their guard. That this caution is not needless, may be gathered from the suspicious
circumstance that this Bill was aimed specially at the districts, which are the best educated, but in which
education is chiefly in the hands of the Dissenters. While no change of education was proposed for the much
less educated agricultural dis tricts and cathedral towns, where it is mainly in the hands of the Clergy. Take
Dorsetshire, for instance, or even Westminster, where the proportion of Sunday scholars to population is as one
to thirtyfour; whereas, in Yorkshire, Lancashire, Cheshire, and Derbyshire, it is as one to six. The introduction of
this bill seriously injured the Government; and its defeat, for its withdrawal was a defeat, was the first exhibition
of the weakness of mere numerical majorities...
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