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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 422 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 1.0in.This monograph is more than the story of
Marine expeditionary operations in Afghanistan. It describes who our nations enemies are; how America
became involved in the Global War on Terrorism; and how the Marine Corps struggled to acquire a major role
in Operation Enduring Freedom, as well as the actions of Marines and sailors who helped prosecute the air and
ground campaigns against Taliban and al-Qaeda forces. In the latter regard, we see the 15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit, already forward deployed on 11 September 2001, ready to conduct a noncombatant
evacuation operation, secure a forward operating base, or provide a quick reaction force for joint special
operating forces conducting the initial offensive action of the war. The 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit then
combined with the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit and quickly maneuvered from the Mediterranean to form a
provisional Marine expeditionary brigade known as Naval Expeditionary Task Force 58. Working simultaneously
under the direction of U. S. Central Commands land and maritime component commanders and in association
with joint special operations forces, Brigadier General James N. Mattis and his force embarked on a sequence
of operations in southern Afghanistan. These included, but were not limited to, establishing Forward Operating
Base Rhino, interdicting enemy lines of communications along Highway 1, occupying Kandahar International
Airport, securing the American embassy in Kabul, detaining several hundred prisoners of war, and supporting
special operations forces during numerous sensitive site exploitation and special reconnaissance missions. The
monograph also describes the 13th Marine Expeditionary Units rapid reinforcement of Coalition forces during
Operation Anaconda, only days after Task Force 58s disbandment. Although events did not afford the Marines
an opportunity to engage the enemy in heavy...
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