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illustrated. 1830 edition. Excerpt: . .. PROGRESS OP SCIENTIFIC CHEMISTRY IN FRANCE. | Have already given an
account of the state of chemistry in France, during the earlier part of the eighteenth century, as it was
cultivated by the Stahlian school. But the new aspect which chemistry put on in Britain in consequence of the
discoveries of Black, Cavendish, and Priestley, and the conspicuous part which the gases newly made known
was likely to take in the future progress of the science, drew to the study of chemistry, sometime after the
middle of the eighteenth century, a man who was destined to produce a complete revolution, and to introduce
the same precision, and the same accuracy of deductive reasoning which distinguishes the other branches of
natural science. This man was Lavoisier. Antoine Laurent Lavoisier was born in Paris on the 26th of August,
1743. His father being a man of opulence spared no expense on his education. His taste for the physical sciences
was early displayed, and the progress which he made in them was uncommonly rapid. In the year 1764 a prize
was offered by the French government for the best and most economical method of lighting the streets of an
extensive city. Young Lavoisier, though at that time only twenty-one years of age, drew up a memoir on the
subject which obtained the gold medal. This essay was inserted in the Memoirs of the French Academy of
Sciences, for 1768. It was during that year, when he was...
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