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Applied Geography, grade: 2,7, Humboldt-University of Berlin (Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course:
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USA., 19 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: A reviewer named Sullivan wrote that reviews
that compare White Mike to Holden Caulfield would make her shudder in disdain 1. This was the spark that lit
my thoughts about the lives of the two adolescent protagonists. What do you want Because if you don t want
something, you ve got nothing. [.] no one will remember where you were frozen and buried, and you will no
longer be anywhere. 2 Certainly it is! Why the hell isn t it People never think anything is anything really. I m
getting goddamn sick of it. 3 It is the very special ways Nick McDonell and J.D. Salinger deal with the idea of
problematic adolescent identities, which make Twelve as well as The Catcher in the Rye seem extraordinary in
many ways. Despite the fact that their techniques and plots are worlds apart, there are to some extent parallels
which catch the eyes of at least the attentive reader. The first section of this paper deals with the diJerent types
of parental absence White Mike and Holden have to cope with. Concerning this, there is also laid an eye on the
by many means similar impacts on them. The substitute role models are discussed in the following part of the
paper, while the third part shows up the different types of outcast state White Mike and Holden...
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