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The detailed observations of both series are presented in Tables XIV and XV, placed at the end of this chapter.
The column headed description of planes gives the dimensions and weight of the planes. The aspect of the
plane--i. . , its position with respect to the The square foot was adopted as a unit in the earliest experiments, and
its use has been continued as a matter of experimental convenience, owing to considerations bearing upon the
uniformity of apparatus. Were these experiments to be recommenced, I should prefer to use C. G. S. (or at least
metric) units throughout. Third, many of the curves show a tendency to reach a minimum point for an
inclination of the planes of about 30, the highest angle at which these planes were used. It was, therefore, seen
to be desirable to extend the angles of inclination far enough to include the minimum point of the curve within
the range of observation. This was done in the case of four of the planes whose results are plotted in Fig. 9. In
examining these curves, it will be seen that the minimum point falls between 25 and 35. It should also be noted
that the change in the soaring speed is quite small for settings between 25 and 40, and that in a number of
individual observations the real character of the curve over this range...
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