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indexed. Not illustrated. 1839 Excerpt: .It is true it hath a natural source, but it is equally undeniable, it dwelleth
in the fairy regions of the ideal. Where there is early sign of great intellect, there will also be found a like early
sign of deep feeling. The one is supported by theother, fostered, encouraged, and fed by it. Beauty is indeed the
air it breathes, but imagination is the soil from which it draws its nourishment. The boy genius is ever the boy
lover, and having found some gentle being worthy to be enshrined in the sanctuary of his hopes, he proceeds
not only to invest her image with all loveable attributes, but with such loveable behaviour as seemeth most
proper for the entertainment of his fantasy. He finds a spirit rising over his thoughts, which gives them a sort of
softened halo, thatat some favourable opportunity ta keth the shape of song or sonnet delicately fashioned-a
sensible adoration--an inspiration beginning and endinginaspiritual heaven of itsown. Ideas take to themselves
wings, and fly east and west, and north and south, bringing back the riches, rarities, and perfections of the
whole globe with which to deck this favoured deity. He ransacks the deepest hollows of the sea--he snatches
glory from the shining stars--he makes the enamelled earth show all her bravest tapestry that he may choose
the daintiestpiece of all--and far above, beneath, around, and about, where splendour shines, or modest beauty
hides, he bears away their gifts, as offerings worthiest...
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