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During the Nineteenth Century Abbatt, Miss Agnes Dean, artist, born in New York City, 23rd June, 1847. She still
resides in her native city. Her paternal ancestors were English, and she is of French Huguenot descent on her
mother s side. Her great-grandfather and his family came from England to this country in the latter part of the
last century. They settled in what is now Pleasant Valley, Dutchess county, NY., where William D. Abbatt, the
father of Agnes, was born. He passed his life in business in Poughkeepsie, Philadelphia and New York. Miss
Abbatt s grandmother, Mrs. Dean, an English woman, was an art amateur of unusual talent and
accomplishments. Of her children, nearly all possessed the talent for painting, but of all the descendants Agnes
alone has adopted art as a profession. She showed in early childhood a marked talent for drawing, but it was
not till 1873 that she took up the study of art as a profession. In that year she entered the Cooper Union art-
school. She won a medal for a head of Ajax in the first year of her studies, and on the merit of that achievement
she was admitted to the art-school of the National Academy of Design in New York. So decided was her
progress that, at the end of the first year in that institution her first full-length drawing was one of those
selected for exhibition. As it was not her intention to become a figure-painter, she left the Academy and devoted
herself to the study...
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