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St. Augustine s Press, United States, 2015. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 231 x 150 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Plato s Bedroom is a book for people who want to be better at falling in love and being in
love, with all the ecstasies and dangers erotic life can bring. It is also an inviting book for readers who are
intellectually playful and up for a challenge, written with verve, and full of stories thoughtful persons will find to
be mirrors of their own erotic selves. Drawing on Greek myth, Plato, Shakespeare, and a wide range of modern
literature and movies, the book gets Aphrodite talking with the young lovers in A Midsummer Night s Dream,
and lets us listen in on Woody Allen arguing with Othello. The author s account of how we seek, fear, avoid, and
sometimes destroy love, is astonishingly fresh and engaging. Throughout its pages, one hears the voice of an
engaging teacher and the conversation of a wise friend. In short, this is a work of practical philosophy, not
scholarship, though only a scholar could have written it. It invites readers into a deep appreciation of timeless
ancient wisdom through reflecting on their own powers for love and their susceptibility to desire. A distinctive
feature of the book is the interweaving of two guiding threads in Plato s conception of erotic experience:
androgyny, that is, the integration of masculine and feminine; and creativity, in both a sexual and a spiritual
sense. These two aspects of Plato s erotic vision, androgyny and creativity, lead readers to a sense of grateful
wonder and sacred awe at our own erotic powers. Our natural experience of romantic love, articulated so well
by Plato, points toward a more explicitly religious interpretation of love s commitments and pleasures. The...
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