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indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: .be superseded by direct election. Sometimes the method of appointment
of the presidential electors--each state as many as it has representatives in both houses of Congress--actually
results in the election of the candidate who was not the people s choice. In 1888, for example, Cleveland received
a plurality of 95,534 over Harrison, yet enough states with a smaller popular vote went Republican to elect
Harrison by 233 electoral votes as against 168 for Cleveland. We have spoken of the Federal Government as a
simple affair with few functions, but it is in reality only simple by comparison with the complexity of the
functions of the state. The national government is a government of many and expensive activities which are
nation-wide or international in scope. Even in time of peace it costs almost a billion a year. It employs some
350,000 employees of whom a few hundred are, as we have seen, elective, a few thousand appointive and the
rest chosen since 1883 by civil service examination. Its activities, besides the three divisions of government,
cover not far from thirty departments and bureaus. Among these are the State department; Treasury, Army,
Navy, Post-office, Department of the Interior (including Education, Indians and Territories), Patent Office,
Geological Survey, Department of Agriculture, Department of Labor, with its subordinate Immigration and
Children s Bureaus, Chamber of Commerce, Public Health Service, Smithsonian Institute, Weather Bureau,
Interstate Commerce Commission, Library of Congress, Civil Service Commission, Government Printing Office,
Department of Justice, the inferior...
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